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BAGHDAD, IRAQ -- The Dragon Brigade began its mission 
in Iraq by conducting a relief in place with the 2nd Brigade, 1st 
Cavalry Division “Black Jacks” in Iraq’s capital city. 

Key members of the 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team staff 
arrived in Baghdad last week and met with counterparts while 
also receiving a series of briefings which shared the 2nd 
Brigade’s most important lessons learned since arriving in 
theater from Fort Hood, Texas in Nov. 

“We’re extremely fortunate to have the kind of professional 
assistance we received from the Black Jacks,” Col. Ricky D. 
Gibbs, 4th IBCT commander said. “Col. (Bryan) Roberts and his 
staff went above and beyond to help make sure we’re ready to 
tackle the challenges that lie ahead.” 

As part of the Multi-National Division-Baghdad, the Dragon 
Brigade will play an important role in the Baghdad Security 
Plan, which has been in effect since about the middle of the 
month and has met with early success. 

The Black Jacks have played an integral role in the plan and 
its supporting operations. With the arrival of the Dragons from 
Fort Riley, the 2nd Brigade can now hand off a part of the area 
they’ve been operating in, and narrow their focus to the 
locations in Baghdad closest to their forward operating base. 

“We’ve gotten an excellent feel for the area of operations 
and what the Black Jacks have done well in their tour here,” 
Col. Gibbs said. “The entire brigade staff has been outstanding, 
and has set the conditions for success.” 

Now, it’s time for the Dragon Brigade to take the key tactics, 
techniques and procedures, and apply them to their own 
imminent operations in Baghdad. 

  
 

Dragon staff learns from Black Jacks 

Col. Ricky D. Gibbs, right, commander of the 4th IBCT, 1st 
Infantry Division,  and Col. Bryan T. Roberts, left, 
commander of the 2nd Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division, in 
Baghdad Feb. 26. 

   
 Greetings from Iraq to the families and friends of the 
Dragon Brigade! By now, nearly all of the brigade’s 
Soldiers have arrived in Baghdad from Kuwait, and we are 
drawing ever closer to initiating operations here in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom V. 
   I am proud of what I have seen from the Dragons so far. 
Soldiers and leaders are working extremely hard to settle 
into our forward operating base and prepare for future 
operations in support of the Global War on Terrorism. 

     I want to thank all of the families for their tremendous 
support during the deployment and ask that you continue to 
provide that same kind of encouragement in the days, weeks 
and months to follow. 

We are at an important crossroads in our Nation’s history, 
and it is my distinct honor to lead the great men and women of 
this brigade as we work to make not only Baghdad but all of 
Iraq safe and secure for its citizens.- Col. Ricky D. Gibbs, 
commanding. DRAGONS FIRST! 

   Dragon 6 Sends… 
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BAGHDAD,  IRAQ - -  The  Dragon Br igade’s  

key  leaders  recent ly  conducted  a  f ive-day  
counter insurgency  t ra in ing  program des igned 
to  he lp  the  uni t  comple te  i t s  miss ion  to  reduce  
the  v io lence  in  war- torn  I raq .  

The  Br igade  Commander  and  se lec t  members  
of  h is  s ta f f ,  a long  wi th  Bat ta l ion  and  company 
commanders  and  key  members  of  the i r  s ta f fs ,  
a t tended  the  Counter insurgency  (COIN)  
Academy,  where  they  learned  every th ing  f rom 
the  h is tory  of  I raq ,  to  the  fundamenta ls  of  an  
insurgency  and  methods  for  waging  a  
successfu l  counter insurgency .   

The  t ra in ing  schedule  packed  a  lo t  o f  
in format ion  in to  a  re la t ive ly  shor t  per iod  of  
t ime,  a l lowing  of f icers  to  share  exper iences  
and  d iscuss  concepts  in  an  open  forum,  
ta i lo red  to  the  k inds  of  cha l lenges  tha t  4 t h  
Br igade  wi l l  face  in  the  cur ren t  envi ronment  in  
Baghdad .  
 “Most  of  the  course  was  an  inva luable  
t ra in ing  too l  and  pos i t ive  exper ience  for  us ,”   

sa id  Maj .  Cra ig  J .  Manvi l le ,  the  1 s t  Squadron ,  
4 t h  Caval ry  Regiment ’s  opera t ions  of f icer .  “ I t  
was  grea t  to  ta lk  to  some of  the  uni t s  a l ready  
on  the  ground because  i t  gave  us  a  fee l  for  
what ’s  ou t  there  and  le t  us  hear  f rom the  guys 
who are  conduct ing  counter insurgency  
opera t ions  r igh t  now.”  

Maj .  Rob Pich t ,  the  br igade  F i re  Suppor t  
Coordina tor ,  fe l t  tha t  the  program’s  emphas is  
on  I raq i  h i s tory ,  cu l ture  and  va lues  in  the  
contex t  of  the  cur ren t  s i tua t ion  was  bonus .  

“The  cross-cu l tura l  and  in te l l igence  t ra in ing  
provided  new ins ights  which  we d id  not  
d iscuss  a t  home s ta t ion ,”  the  Sold ier  f rom 
Bergenf ie ld ,  N.J . ,  sa id .  “The  group  d iscuss ions  
provided  a  lo t  o f  pos i t ive  feedback  wi th  th i s  
t ra in ing .”  

With  each  day  dedica ted  to  c lasses  
conducted  by  a  ser ies  of  gues t  speakers  and  
subjec t  mat te r  exper t s  a l l  in  a t tendance  were  
ab le  to  focus  on  the  t ra in ing  and  ge t  the  mos t  
ou t  of  what  was  presented .  

“ I t  p rovided  a  good s ta r t ing  poin t  for  
everyone  there ,”  sa id  Lt .  Col .  Jay  P i tz ,  b r igade  
execut ive  of f icer .  “Now,  those  lessons  have  to  
be  taught  to  Sold ie rs  and  appl ied  by  a l l . ”  

Dragon leaders conduct counterinsurgency training 

The 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team’s key leadership attend COIN training in Baghdad. From left: LTC 
Pat Frank, commander, 1-28 IN, LTC Rob Weaver, commander 610 BSB, LTC James Crider, commander 1-
4 CAV, COL Ricky D. Gibbs, commander, 4th IBCT, LTC Gregory Gadson, commander, 2-32 FA, LTC Ralph 
Kauzlarich, commander, 2-16 IN, LTC Joe Birchmeier, commander 4-1 BSTB 





 


